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November 25, 1898 1382 

Disinfection of the steamship Belgic at Yokohama. 

Yokohama, Japan, October 22, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with the arrange- 
ment with the Japanese Government, of which I notified you under date 
of 10th instant, and the operation of the new harbor regulations sent to 
you at the same time, the steamship Belgic, upon which a case of semi- 
confluent smallpox developed on the voyage from Kobe to Yokohama, 
on her arrival here yesterday morning was immediately sent to the 
Japanese quarantine station for disinfection. 

The ship was detained in quarantine for twenty-four hours, and was 
visited by me prior to her liberation, at which visit I satisfied myself 
that, so far as the case in question is concerned, with the exception of 
the disinfection of the crew, all requisite precautions had been taken, 
comprehending the bathing of all steerage passengers, the disinfection 
of their clothing and bedding by steam, and the fumigation and, after, 
washing of the steerage quarters with disinfecting solution. 

This is the first case of the detection of infectious disease on ship- 
board that has occurred since the new regulations have taken effect, 
and I found some little difficulty in securing the performance of even 
this, perhaps, somewhat incomplete purification, as the Japanese 
scarcely treat smallpox as a quarantinable disease, relying upon fre- 
quent vaccination as the great preventive. I hope, before meeting with 
any similar emergency again, to be able to arrange with the authorities 
that the crew shall invariably be included in the process of disinfection, 
or at least all those who can, by any possibility, have been exposed to 
infection. 

I may add that the sending of the Belgic to the quarantine station was 
done with the full concurrence of the agent and officers, who hope that 
the performance of a more thorough disinfection here than has hitherto 
been possible, and provided no further case occurs during the voyage, 
may exempt them from the annoying and expensive quarantine which 
has so often been necessary at San Francisco. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

TURKESTAN. 

Plague in Samarcand. 

St. Petersburg, October 81, 1898. 

Sir : Confirming my telegram of the 28th instant, copy of which find 
appended on the overleaf, I now have the honor to inclose translation 
of a note with its inclosure from the imperial ministry of foreign affairs 
giving the facts regarding the appearance of bubonic plague in the 
government of Samarcand, concerning which Count Lamsdorff spoke 
to me on the occasion of my interview with him on his last reception 
day. Believing that the information could not fail to be of interest, and 
might possibly be of instant importance, I telegraphed you as above 
referred to. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Herbert H. D. Peirce. 

Hon. Secretary of State. 
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[Translation — Inclosure No. 1.1 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, First Department, 

October IS, 1898. 
In compliance with the request which you made me at my reception yesterday, I 
hasten to furnish you herewith a copy of the official communication concerning the 
appearance in the village of Anzob, in the government of Samarcand, of an epidemic 
malady, showing the symptoms of peste (bubonic plague). 

Further communications concerning the progress of this disease will be regularly sent 
to you, although the Government of the United States did not sign the Sanitary Conven- 
tion of Venice of 1897, providing for the periodical dispatch of such communications. 
Accept, Monsieur Charge d' Affaires, the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 

Lamsdorff. 
Mr. H. Peikce, Charge d? Affaires of the United States. 

[Translation— Inclosure No. 2.] 

By a telegram dated October 10 last, the governor-general of Turkestan informed 
the commission established by supreme command to take measures for preventing and 
combatting the propagation of the plague, that according to a report of the military 
governor of Samarcand dated October 8, an epidemic malady, with a high rate of mor- 
tality, had broken out in the village of Anzob, canton of Tskender, arrondissement of 
Piandjekend in the said province, which village is situated in a region mountainous, 
difficult of access, and separated from the neighboring localities by mountains 13,000 to 
14,000 feet in height. In the meeting of the sanitary committee which was held at 
Samarcand, the physicians, from the descriptions of the symptoms of the malady, but 
without having then made any bacteriological examinations, recognized that the epidemic 
in question presented the appearances of the plague. 

Later reports of the military governor of Samarcand show that, from information 
gathered on the spot by the physician of the arrondissement, the first suspicious case 
in the village occurred in the following circumstances : In the village of Marzni of the 
same canton there fell sick a native woman, who died soon after. A native of Anzob 
named Agiour bibi undertook to inter the deceased, whom she washed, and received 
for her work a remuneration from the parents of the latter. She went back to Anzob, 
where she fell sick herself at once, and died three days thereafter. From this time 
there occurred cases of the malady among the relatives of the said Agiour bibi, as well 
as among her friends who were present at the funeral, and afterwards among the inhab- 
itants of the village of Anzob. One of the inhabitants-advised the disinterment of the 
body of Agiour bibi because it had not been buried according to the precepts of cheriat, 
a circumstance to which is attributed the spread of the disease. The natives of Anzob 
followed this advice, and, being convinced apparently that the body had not been regu- 
larly buried, disinterred it and reburied it. The epidemic among the inhabitants of 
the village augmented considerably after that, showing the same symptoms which had 
been before observed, with mortal results. 

The local administration did not fail to take at once the measures prescribed by the 
edict of June 3, 1897. They took, as well, the following precautions : The roads leading 
to Anzob were closed ; the clothes worn by the persons who died, and their bedding, 
were burned ; the village was cleaned ; the sick were placed in special places ; instruc- 
tions were given for the care of the sick and the burial of the dead ; the well people 
were allowed to remain provisionally in the village, and were furnished with linen, 
clothes, and bedding, their old clothes being burned ; there was formed around Anzob a 
cordon made up of the inhabitants of the neighboring villages, and posts of observation 
were organized ; bodies of Cossacks were ordered to watch these posts of observation ; 
the medical staff was strengthened by the addition of assistant doctors and surgeons, 
who were provided with the necessary medicines and disinfectants. The heads of the 
neighboring villages affirm that no suspected cases have appeared in those localities. 

Immediately after the receipt of the above information the commission, instituted 
by supreme command in order to prevent and put an end to the propagation of the 
plague, sent to the province of Samarcand bacteriological experts who had studied 
exhaustively in India the bubonic plague, in order to determine, by means of chemical 
and bacteriological research, the nature of the malady. 

In consequence of an imperial order, dated October 24 last, his Highness Prince 
Alexander Petrovitch, of Oldenbourg, president of the above-mentioned commission, 
went to the province of Samarcand to take on the spot energetic measures to stop the 
propagation of the disease and to make healthy the locality where it has appeared. 



